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FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS

❖ GA statisticians elected as 2017 Fellow of American Statistical Association!

o Three GA statisticians were elected as 2017 ASA Fellows. They will be officially recognized at an awards ceremony Tuesday, 

August 1, 2017, during the Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM 2017) in Baltimore.

▪ Dr. Xiaoming Huo, Professor, H. Milton Stewart School of Industrial and Systems Engineering (ISyE) at the Georgia Institute 

of Technology - For fundamental contributions in sparse signal and image representation; for development of new multiscale 

methodology; and for leadership at the National Science Foundation.

▪ Dr. Ping Ma, Professor, University of Georgia - Dr. Ma was honored for outstanding contributions to statistical methodology; 

especially in nonparametric modeling; statistical analysis of massive data sets; bioinformatics; geophysics; for extensive 

collaborative efforts; and for significant contributions to the profession. 

▪ Dr. Renee’ Moore, Research Associate Professor, the Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics, Rollins School of 

Public Health, Emory University - For contributions to the recruitment of and mentoring of students in the profession, and 

especially outreach to underrepresented minorities; for highly valued collaborative work, especially in obesity and clinical 

trials research; for outstanding teaching and increasing statistical literacy.

❖ Dr. Limin Peng, Professor, Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics, Rollins School of Public Health,  Emory University - Dr. Limin

Peng was named the recipient of  the 2017 Mortimer Spiegelman Award. This is a singular career achievement recognizing Limin as the 

best Biostatistician under the age of 40. Limin’s contributions to biostatistical methods (particularly with respect to quantile regression) and 

practice (her ongoing contributions to diabetes studies), her excellent mentoring of students and colleagues, and her service to the field. 

E-Newsletter
June 2017

2

E-Newsletter June 2017E-Newsletter June 2017



FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS

❖ Dr. Lance Waller, Rollins Professor and Chair of the Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics, Rollins School of Public Health, 

Emory University will be presenting the 2017 Lowell Reed Lecture at the American Public Health Association Annual Meeting to be held in 

Atlanta on November 7. The Lowell Reed Lecture is given every year by a statistician who has contributed significantly to public health 

through research, teaching, and/or service, and serves to remember the accomplishments of Lowell Reed and honor the 

accomplishments of the lecturer. Dr. Lowell Reed was Chair of Biostatistics at the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health in 1926, Dean of 

the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health from 1937 to 1946, and also served as Johns Hopkins University president. He is most noted 

for his discovery of the ED-50, a tool for toxicology, and the Reed Frost epidemic model developed in collaboration with epidemiologist 

Wade Hampton Frost, chair of Epidemiology. 

❖ Dr. Jie Chen, Professor and Director of Graduate Programs, Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology, Medical College of Georgia at 

Augusta University was named the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Applied Statistics (JAS) by Taylor & Francis Informa UK Limited, after 

an international search.  She started her position in January 2017.  JAS has 16 issues per year and has 44 years of publishing history. Dr. 

Varghese George is an Editorial Advisory Board member and Dr. Sunil Mathur is an Associate Editor of JAS.  

❖ Dr. Jessica Schwind, Professor and Director of Graduate Programs, Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology, Medical College of 

Georgia at Augusta University was featured in the May 4th edition of the Augusta Chronicle by the Chronicle staff writer, Tom Corwin, 

where she discussed the implications and impacts of having wireless only phone service in the majority of homes in the United States. 

http://chronicle.augusta.com/news/2017-05-04/wireless-only-homes-now-majority-us-survey-finds.

3

E-Newsletter June 2017

http://chronicle.augusta.com/news/2017-05-04/wireless-only-homes-now-majority-us-survey-finds


CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

❖ The 5th Workshop on Biostatistics and Bioinformatics

Georgia State University (GSU) 

o The 5th Workshop on Biostatistics and Bioinformatics was held on the campus of the 

Georgia State University (GSU) on May 5-7 with a great success. The goal of this 

workshop is to stimulate research and to foster the interaction of researchers in 

Biostatistics & Bioinformatics research areas. The workshop will provide the opportunity 

for faculty and  graduate students to meet the top researchers, identify important 

directions for future research, facilitate research collaboration.

o This year a keynote speaker is Dr. Tony Cai, Dorothy Silberberg Professor of Statistics, 

the Wharton School, and the recipient of  COPSS President's Award in 2008. Moreover, 

there were additional 15 invited talks by distinguished researchers. The workshop was 

sponsored by the National Science Foundation, Georgia Chapter of the American 

Statistical Association, Institute of Mathematical Statistics, International Chinese 

Statistical Association, Taylor & Francis Group, International Press of Boston,  the GSU 

Research Foundation, the Center for Behavioral Neuroscience, and the Department of 

Mathematics and Statistics in the GSU.   

o For details, please visit the website   https://math.gsu.edu/yichuan/2017Workshop/. 

o ASA GA Chapter hosted the first GA Chapter Student Poster Competition at the 5th 

workshop on Biostatistics  and Bioinformatics. About  30  graduate students participate in 

the poster session  by presenting  the cutting-edge research.   Congratulations to the five  

winners of  ASA  GA Chapter Best Student Poster Awards: Scott Bruce, Temple 

University; Xinyi Li, Iowa State University; Yikai Wang, Emory University;   Xue Yu, 

Georgia State University; Ruizhi Zhang, Georgia Institute of Technology.

Scott Bruce, one of the GA chapter student poster award winners, 

with the poster award committee members (Yichuan Zhao (Chair), 

Yajun Mei, Ying Guo and Jie Chen).
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CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

❖ The Southern Regional Council on Statistics 53rd Summer Research Conference

Emory University

Jekyll Island, GA

o Emory University co-sponsored and hosted the Southern Regional Council on Statistics 

53rd Summer Research Conference, June 4-7, 2017, at Jekyll Island, GA. Mike Kutner, 

Ph.D., served as local arrangements chair.

o The keynote speakers were Marc Genton, Ph.D., from King Abdullah University of Science 

and Technology, and Marina Vannucci, Ph.D., from Rice University. Dr. Genton’s topic was 

directional outlyingness for multivariate functional data and Dr. Vannucci’s topic was Bayesian 

variable selection methods for large-scale genomic and neuroimaging data. Steve Marron, 

Ph.D., from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, was a senior speaker in a session 

on Functional Data Analysis.

o Lance Waller, Ph.D. was the invited after dinner banquet speaker and he surprised Mike 

Kutner, Ph.D., presenting him with a lifetime achievement award for his many years of service 

to SRCOS. Dr. Waller passed out golf balls to the banquet attendees to sign and put into the 

two shadow boxes shown with a golf cart and with the name Kutner on the glass portion. 

Chris Franklin spoke about ASAs K thru 12 program that she is leading at ASA during the 

Statistical Education Session that Mike Kutner Chaired. The Jekyll Island meeting was at the 

Vilas by the Sea. The meeting and lodging rooms afforded the group an excellent venue. 

There were roughly 80 attendees with about 35 graduate students.
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CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

❖ The 2017 annual meeting of the Georgia Chapter of the ASA 

Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology

Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University

o The department hosted the 2017 annual meeting of the Georgia Chapter of the ASA on February 10, 2017. Dr. Arnold Stromberg, 

Chair of the Department of Statistics at the University of Kentucky, was the Keynote speaker of the event.
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FEATURED LECTURES

❖ Bradley Lecture – UGA Statistics

o The Department of Statistics at the University of Georgia hosted its Bradley Lecture on April 21, 2017 at the State 

Botanical Gardens.  The Bradley Lecture is an annual lecture that honors former UGA faculty member Ralph Bradley. 

Ralph was born on November 28, 1923 in Smith Falls, Ontario, Canada, and grew up in the village of Wellington. After 

graduating from Queen's University in 1944 with an honors degree in mathematics and physics, he served in the 

Canadian Army from 1944 to 1945 and completed an M.A. degree at Queen's in 1946. He received his PhD in 1949 at 

the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, and went on to a very distinguished career. He was the founder of the 

Department of Statistics at Florida State University and served as its Head from 1959-1978. He joined UGA in 1982.

o The Bradley Lecture series provides an opportunity for UGA graduate students to interact with the speaker, typically 

an eminent statistician of their choice. After a seminar in the afternoon, the speaker gives an after dinner presentation 

and often stays for the next day's spring picnic to mingle with faculty and students.

o This year’s speaker was Dr. David Dunson.  David Dunson is an Arts & Sciences Distinguished Professor at Duke 

University. His research focuses on developing novel data analysis methods motivated by scientific applications, with 

a particular emphasis on complex and high-dimensional biomedical data. He has worked broadly on probabilistic and 

Bayesian methods for multivariate, dependent and “object” data. A focus is on latent structure learning approaches, 

methods for including prior information (which may take complex forms) and nonparametric Bayes methods 

accounting for uncertainty in modeling assumptions. He has also worked broadly on designing new classes of 

computationally efficient algorithms. An active interest is in geometric data science, developing new representations 

for complex data that can be used in data analysis, modeling and inferences. He work is highly cited, and he has 

received numerous awards including the COPSS Presidents’ Award for the top statistician internationally under the 

age of 41.
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FEATURED LECTURES

❖ Donna J. Brogan Annual Lecture – Emory University RSPH

o Professionals and students from Emory, CDC and larger Atlanta gathered at the Rollins School of 

Public Health (RSPH) on Emory campus on April 10, 2017 to hear Dr. Marie Davidian present 

the 2017 Donna J. Brogan Annual Lecture.  Her topic was “The Right Treatment for the Right Patient 

(at the Right Time): Precision Medicine Through Treatment Regimes and SMARTs”, i.e. Sequential 

Multiple Assignment Randomized Trials.

o Dr. Davidian explained the statistical model and the estimation procedure for a randomized trial that 

recognizes common physician behavior in treating chronic diseases such as cancer, depression and 

addiction.  That is, if the first treatment (A) works, then continue with A or perhaps change to 

treatment B. If A does not work, then try treatment C.  There may be additional sequential treatments 

depending upon responses to previous treatments, and the model also incorporates patient 

characteristics at baseline and during treatment.

o Marie Davidian is William Neal Reynolds Professor of Statistics at North Carolina State University 

(NCSU).  She is a respected and acclaimed academic statistician and has received numerous 

professional awards that recognize her research, teaching, service and leadership contributions.  

o Donna Brogan is Professor Emerita of Biostatistics at RSPH at Emory University.  Following her 

2004 retirement from Emory she and her colleagues, friends and family funded the annual Brogan 

Lecture in Biostatistics to honor her career at Emory and in biostatistics.  Twelve lectures have been 

presented to date, including a presentation by Donna in 2015 on current challenges and future 

directions of sample survey methodology.    
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OTHER NEWS

❖ SAS Day Showdown

Kennessw state University

o Several dozen undergraduate and graduate statistics students showcased their data science and statistics projects during the 

Tenth Annual SAS Day, a competitive event that introduces them to local businesses and regional SAS users. Research ranged 

from projects designed to improve credit-risk scoring and life insurance ratings to reduced emergency response times for the 

Cobb County Fire Department. The Department of Statistics and Analytical Sciences’ event featured poster presentations of 

students’ SAS-based research. SAS Day was sponsored by SAS Institute, The Southern Company and Equifax. SAS, which 

stands for Statistical Analysis Software, is used to mine data and perform high-level analyses. 

o SAS Day website is at http://ccpe.kennesaw.edu/sasday/

❖ Launching of the Department of Population Health Sciences 

Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University

o The Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology is expanding to form the new Department of Population Health Sciences 

within the Medical College of Georgia, effective July 1, 2017. 

o The Georgia Prevention Institute, a heavily NIH-funded research Institute on campus with 10 faculty members, will merge with 

the new department. Dr. Varghese George, the current chair of Biostatistics and Epidemiology, will serve as the founding chair of 

the new department, and Dr. Greg Harshfield, the Director of the Georgia Prevention Institute, will serve as the Vice Chair. To 

start with, the department will have three divisions, namely, Biostatistics and Data Science, Epidemiology, and the Georgia 

Prevention Institute, headed by Drs. Jie Chen, Shaoyong Su (Interim), and Greg Harshfield, respectively. Launching of the 

Department of Population Health Sciences is one of the early initiatives of Dr. David Hess, the new Dean of the Medical College 

of Georgia.
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OTHER NEWS

❖ ASA 2017 Academic Salary Survey
Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology

Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University

o This year again, the department was contracted by the ASA to conduct the ASA 2017 Academic Salary Survey. The report was 

published in the March 2017 issue of the Amstat News. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

❖ Georgia Statistics Day

o An annual one-day celebration of statistics sponsored by the University of Georgia Department of Statistics, Industrial and Systems 

Engineering at Georgia Tech, and the Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics, Rollins School of Public Health at Emory will 

be held on Emory University’s campus on October 9, 2017. The ASA GA Chapter is planning to sponsor a GA chapter Student 

Poster Competition at the Georgia Statistics Day. If you would like to be added to the email list for registration and program 

details, please contact Suprateek Kundu at suprateek.kundu@emory.edu. 

❖ ASA GA Chapter webinars

o ASA GA Chapter plans to initiate GA chapter webinars series and invited speakers will present topics on statistical methods, 

statistical training, career development, and teaching.  Email announcements will be sent out to the GA chapter members for the 

upcoming webinars.
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